
CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER

Dear members,

A lot has happened during 2022. While we were just recovering from the impact of the Covid
pandemic, the advent of the war in Ukraine caught us off guard and the subsequent cost of
living crisis is giving us a hard time with the pressure of rising bills and inflation. 

This means that many music creators, particularly the most vulnerable ones, struggle to
make ends meet, and support from the PRS Members’ Fund is instrumental in preventing
them from falling further into poverty and improving their well-being. But that is not all!
Sometimes it’s just being a listening ear at the end of the line and being there for those who
are feeling lonely. Our lovely team plays a vital role in supporting members with care and
dedication, the warm messages that came through this year filled our hearts and we achieved
great results, which you can read later in this newsletter. 

MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN
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One of the highlights of 2022 was definitely the reintroduction of events like the PRS members’ day, where we had the
chance to meet many members in person. We look forward to meeting more of you next year, so watch this space! 

Here at the Fund we wish to help as many PRS songwriters and composers as possible and we can do this thanks to
our supporters who donate to our cause and help us spread the word. Thanks to all of you. We will continue to work
hard to keep our members healthy and productive, because after all hard times call for awesome music!
In this newsletter you can read about our latest news, community stories as well as some fantastic updates from
across our team, so enjoy reading!

Wishing you all a lovely Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New Year from our patrons, ambassador, trustees
and staff.

Nicky Graham,
Chairman



The PRS Members’ Fund is a registered charity whose charitable purpose is the relief
and prevention of poverty through financial help and other assistance to past and

present members of the Performing Rights Society (PRS) and their dependants.
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During this trying year we provided grants and offered welfare support
for financial, health, family and care-related needs, as well as longer
term solutions. We also worked with our partner organisations to
deliver support to as many members as possible who got hit particularly
by the crisis in mental health and cost of living.
While there has been a slow return to "normal" – gigs, socialising,
travelling – it has not been a smooth journey and many creatives
continue to feel disjointed or out of sync and have not been able to
focus on their writing. 

Our Respite scheme has provided a safe space for those PRS members
(who otherwise would not be able to afford it) to enjoy time away from
home to rest, recover, research, work on their music and songs (on their
own or in collaboration with others at songwriters workshops and
retreats), rehearse or just take a short break. Thanks to the financial
support from the Francis W Reckitt Arts Trust we have been able to offer
PRS members the opportunity to take a break.

In July we asked our supporter Jennie Bellestar Matthias, later on appointed as our first ambassador, to
celebrate International Reggae Day with us, and the immense contribution black songwriters and composers
have made to the music industry and cultural life in Britain. You can watch our short film here.

As we approach the end of the year the cost of living crisis is having a huge impact on people’s mental health,
because of the ever increasing cost of fuel and food. At the end of October we launched our Winter Crisis
scheme to support those vulnerable members who need help to meet the costs of home heating, or those who
are struggling to meet typical household bills, and may have fallen into debt as a result. Check next paragraph
to find out more.

The support and services we provide constantly evolves so that the grants on offer remain relevant. We will
continue to assist members experiencing physical or mental health or financial difficulty in the most
appropriate way. 

We wish our members a brighter 2023.
Remember you’re not alone; 

your Fund is here, for you.

2022 
IN FOCUS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trsB2FhMQGs


USEFUL
RESOURCES

W I N T E R  C R I S I S
S C H E M E  2 0 2 2 - 2 3

Crisis? Struggling? We’re
here to help.

2022 has been a challenging year
for so many, especially with the
pressure of rising bills and
inflation caused by the cost of
living crisis. 

We offer assistance to older PRS
members or those who face
financial hardship because of
long-term illness and increases in
fuel costs, and need help to meet
the costs of home heating, or are
struggling to meet typical
household bills, and may have
fallen into debt as a result.

To find out more and if you’re
eligible click here.

“We are so grateful your team were
able to allocate these funds to help
us. I can't express enough how
happy this has made me and my
family. We will be able to better
enjoy this winter with hope, smiles
and less stress...and stay warm!”

M U S I C  M I N D S  M A T T E R

Struggling to cope?

The festive season can be joyous
and fun, but for others stressful
and lonely. 

If you’re struggling to cope Music
Minds Matter offers a free and
confidential 24/7 mental health
support line. 

PRS members have access to
information, advice, listening,
emotional support and
signposting to additional
services. 

It can really help to have a chat
about how you’re feeling so just
give Music Minds Matter a call –
anytime day or night – on 0808
802 8008.

P R S  M E M B E R S '  D A Y S

A chance to meet many PRS
members in person.

This year we had the chance to
meet PRS members in regions
around the UK through PRS
Members’ Day events. 

We were at Cardiff earlier in
March, and in Manchester and
Belfast in November, where we
offered one-to-one meetings to
PRS members. 

It was great talking with many
members about the Fund’s
services and schemes,
networking with partner
organisations and hearing
inspirational conversations
between key industry figures.

More PRS events will come next
year, so watch the Fund space
for future updates.
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https://www.prsmembersfund.com/support/winter-crisis-scheme/


Can you recall this time last year what you were thinking and feeling? when we were still in the middle of
constantly changing rules on lockdown? The introduction of COVID passes for nightclubs and venues in England,
compulsory masks in indoor settings, replacement of mandatory self-isolation with lateral flow tests, and only
small Christmas gatherings recommended? Perhaps that seems like a lifetime ago?

Since then, the world has changed dramatically once more. With the ongoing impact of the war in Ukraine, the
cost-of-living crisis, global turmoil and uncertainty, we have continued to be bombarded by stressful and
challenging circumstances. 

It is at times like this that taking care of oneself becomes paramount if we are not to find ourselves becoming
overwhelmed.News and social media can play a huge part in how they impact on us. We can be like sponges, not
realising how much negativity can infiltrate our minds.  Staying present, paying conscious attention to what we
are reading and awareness of how we may be feeling can help keep us grounded and centred.

We face increasing ambiguity as 2022 draws to a close, with no real means of knowing for sure what is over the
horizon.Though we might think or believe there is nothing we can do, that would be to disempower the choices
we have from moment to moment. Without doubt there are many things we have no control over; but there are
many things we do, perhaps more than we realise. Take time over the holidays – even if it’s just in a quiet
moment while brushing your teeth(!) – to reflect on what they are, and to focus on the things that are important
to you. 

Wherever you are, whatever your circumstances or situation, may you find inspiration in the quality of quiet and
withdrawal during this winter season and find some rest and peace.
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WELFARE
THOUGHTS

We’re delighted to report that our Regional Visitor, Jane Nelson, who provides specialist welfare benefits advice
has successfully acted on behalf of some members who were being refused PIP and/or ESA.In one case she
assisted at the final court tribunal appeal and was able to successfully obtain PIP that had been refused for well
over a year. As the member says “Jane at the PRS Members’ Fund has been amazing; We couldn’t have said it
better ourselves!

We’d also like to acknowledge the commitment and enthusiasm of Carol Acquah, Royalties Claims Specialist
International at PRS for Music, supported by her manager, Martin Howse, in assisting the Fund at the PRS AGM
back in May. Carol was a joy to work with.



Q. How did you hear about the PRS Members’ Fund?
I heard about the PRS Members’ Fund through my PRS membership and newsletters/magazines
published by the organisation.

Q. When did you first approach the Fund?
It was whilst reading through the PRS magazine that I saw an advert for PRS accommodation in Dorset
for over 60’s. I was going through a difficult challenge in my life at the time because I had been caring
for my husband, who had Motor Neurone Disease. After he died my life was in turmoil and I felt I
needed to get away from what I knew to start a completely new life with music as the catalyst - or have
a complete breakdown – The PRS Members Fund helped save my sanity.

Q. How has the Fund helped you and in what way did it change/improve your life?
I applied and was accepted for a one bedroomed flat at Cyril Wood Court, which is a small community
of artists and musicians in the rural village of Bere Regis. It was a big step for me to leave my family
and move to Dorset from the Manchester area,but as a musician who had played at festivals
throughout the UK, there were by coincidence, two people living there who I knew already - and my
new neighbours were also musicians. There were of course some hurdles whilst settling in and
adapting to life as a single person again, but there was a network of support from the Housing
Association that managed the development and I had use of the communal lounge where I could meet
up with friends for jam sessions or to talk. 

The greatest benefit was having my own safe space to create. A former band member had encouraged
me to continue writing my own songs and I wasted no time doing just that. Having like-minded people
surrounding me really helped the process of throwing myself into my work and getting meaningful
feedback. As a nature lover, I also enjoyed spending time walking in the nearby countryside and was
really pleased to hear that 160 acres of farmland had been bought to turn into a native forest rather
than have lots of houses built. I was inspired to write The New Woodland Song and was surprised to
hear from the new owner of the land – Brian May (from Queen). He had heard the song and loved it –
and asked me to perform it live for the official tree planting day. That really boosted my confidence,
although it was a bit scary performing in front of a legend! You can read more here. 
The PRS Members Fund helped me to regain my confidence in my songwriting skills which enabled me
to set off on a different path in my life.

Q. How are things different now?
The regular 5 hour car journey’s up and down the M5 and M6 became a big chore because I missed
seeing my young grandchildren grow. I made the very difficult decision to leave Cyril Wood Court and
make my permanent home back up north, with a promise to my new friends in Dorset that I would
visit, which I now do often. My songwriting and composing has continued in my new home in Stockport
and has gone from strength to strength. I’ve worked remotely with musicians in Nashville, USA and
Bath, UK. My original songs were recently released on three albums, two EP’s and five singles with
radio plays on the BBC and independent stations worldwide and I’m receiving royalties. I’m mindful of
the fact that at 72, my music is highly unlikely to make the charts and that is not my aim – it’s to try
and make a difference with my work. 

Music feeds my soul – it’s a vital part of my well-being and improves my mental health. It’s a natural
skill that I feel is important to share with the world. If others can derive pleasure and inspiration from
it, that’s a bonus and I now target charities that I can help with my songs. I was in dire danger of living
my life as well -meaning people felt I should ‘at my age’, but I’ve managed to prove to myself and
others that music is timeless and ageless, with a thriving community and it has saved me from being
pigeon- holed into a pathetic shadow of my true self in the golden years of my life. My life has become
more meaningful because I have re-discovered the musical creativity inside of me, thanks to the PRS
Members Fund.

Q. Provide something short and inspirational to fellow PRS members who may need help.

We are on this earth once and for such a short time, so don’t waste it. Be true to yourself and if that
means asking for help to do it, please don’t delay. Asking for help is not a weakness – it’s a strength
because it takes so much courage to do it.

SUCCESS STORIES:
LINDA LAMON

https://brianmay.com/brian-news/2013/09/new-woodland-song/
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Q. Job position/describe your job in two words.
Christine Keeley, Administrator – Busy and fulfilling 

Q. What is the best part about working for the Fund?
Being part of this amazing small team who go that extra mile to try and make a difference to
someone’s life. Being a listening ear and the voice at the end of the line for someone who just
needs to know they are not alone. 

Q. What is your favourite part of Christmas dinner?
The end lol. It is always so hectic in my house. I like to sit back reflect and enjoy the time with
those close to me. Then of course I like to delve into a large tin of Quality Street ‘they are all
mine’…

Q. If you were to give one piece of advice, what would it be?
Don’t be too hard on yourself, we are all only human…

MEET OUR PEOPLE

Last October singer/songwriter and poet Jennie Bellestar Matthias joined the PRS
Members’ Fund as an ambassador for the charity.

 John Logan, PRS Members’ Fund general secretary, said: “We are delighted to
welcome Jennie as our first ambassador. Her creative energy and commitment to
supporting fellow songwriters and composers will be a huge asset to the Fund.”

Read the full press release here.

OUR FIRST AMBASSADOR

We are only able to help members and their families in
genuine need thanks to the generosity of our supporters.
Every penny donated goes towards grants and allows us to
continue to deliver our work, especially during these
exceptional times.

 If you wish to donate to the PRS Members’ Fund, we accept
online donations through JustGiving – click here.
If you would like to make a major donation or leave a legacy,
visit prsmembersfund.com/donate and find out more on how
support our work. We will be happy to discuss the next steps
with you.

Join us on our mission to help music creators and allow them
to continue writing great songs!

SUPPORT OUR WORK

Credit Jo Brent Photography

https://www.prsmembersfund.com/2022/10/11/jennie-bellestar-becomes-our-first-ambassador/
https://checkout.justgiving.com/7aq1hciphn
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/donate/


STEPCHANGE 
We all know the impact the coronavirus crisis has had on finances, especially those working in the music industry.
Like many others, PRS members will have experienced significant problems with managing bills and found their
already challenging situation becoming yet more difficult. We also know that worrying about finances can affect our
general ability to cope, making it even harder to take that all important first (or even second) step to seek assistance
on money matters. Check out www.stepchange.org/debt-info/debt-stress-and-mental-health.aspx for more
information and advice.
Stepchange is a UK wide debt advice charity, that offers a free, confidential and personalised service, based on your
unique circumstances. With our partnership arrangement, we can (with your consent) refer you directly, and they
will contact you by text, email or call-back, depending on your preference. The advantage to you is that they will also
provide gentle prompts and encouragement throughout the process. All you need do is complete the online debt
advice form with details of your income, expenditure and debt amounts. If you would like us to go ahead and refer
on your behalf, let the office know. Please be reassured that your information is completely confidential, and no
information will be shared by Stepchange with the Fund other than anonymous statistics. 

DO YOU KNOW A PRS MEMBER IN NEED?
We know people often feel embarrassed to ask for help so we can accept referrals from other members, friends or
professional care workers, as long as you have their consent. Call us on 020 3741 4067.

SHELTER
Do you need support around housing or homelessness? We work with Shelter, they can provide support and legal
services. PRS members based in London can email londonservices@shelter.org.uk or call the advice line on 0344
515 1540. PRS members who live outside London can find information on the national Shelter's website here. Let
the team know you are a PRS member. To apply for housing support grants contact us directly.

HELP FROM THE FUND
“The grant I received from the Fund was crucial to my well-being. Not only did it help immensely in paying bills but had

a big positive impact to my confidence and to know that there is support out there when being a self-employed
musician can be quite a lonely place was incredible.”

HOW TO APPLY FOR HELP
If you need financial help buying household or other essential items, please make sure that you apply to us before
you commit to making a purchase. If you usually submit your annual home insurance to us, we ask that you provide
at least two quotes, even if you’re renewing, so we can be sure you’re getting the best deal.

http://www.stepchange.org/debt-info/debt-stress-and-mental-health.aspx
mailto:londonservices@shelter.org.uk
tel:+443445151540
https://www.shelter.org.uk/


@

OFFICE CLOSED
Please note we are closed over the Christmas period from
close of business on Friday 23rd December 2022 until we 
re-open on Tuesday 3rd January 2023.

At a time when life has become so unpredictable, we rely on the
generosity of others to make a positive change in the lives of
those creators and their families who need support. 
From time to time we receive legacies and donations, all of
which go towards grants for our beneficiaries. If you are in a
position to remember us in your Will it will help us to carry on
the good work we do. 
Get in touch with us at the Fund if you’d like to know more about
leaving a legacy or how to make a donation. For more info check
our website at www.prsmembersfund.com/donate.

020 3741 4067

fund@prsformusic.com

www.prsmembersfund.com 

Facebook.com/prsfund

Twitter.com/prsfund

Instagram.com/prsfund

YouTube.com/prsfund

We are looking for members who are willing to share their experience of how
the Fund has helped them in time of need. This may inspire others to support
what we do, or to apply for help if they need it (and we know how hard asking
for help can be). 

If you are interested or keen to assist in helping us to spread the word, then
there are numerous ways in which we could tell your story. 

If you’d like to remain anonymous then that’s fine too, please do get in touch
with Ilaria Piscopo on 020 3741 4617 or Ilaria.Piscopo@prsformusic.com to
find out more.

REMEMBER THE FUND

Your story could inspire others:

GET IN TOUCH

Registered charity no. 1181735

Patrons: Don Black OBE, Geoffrey Brand, Wayne Hector, Jools Holland OBE, Brian May CBE, Heather Small,
Carroll Thompson, Rick Wakeman, Errollyn Wallen, Martyn Ware, Brian Willey.

Trustees: Nicky Graham (Chairman), Sarah Rodgers (Deputy Chairman), Kim Appleby, Mark Fishlock, Kim Frankiewicz, 
Pete Glenister, Peter Knight Jr, Mick Leeson, Eddie Levy, Mike Lindup, Paulette Long, Megg Nicol, Paul Patterson, 
Philip Pope, Muff Winwood.

1st Floor, Goldings House, 
2 Hay’s Lane
London SE1 2HB

Ambassador: Jennie Bellestar Matthias

From all of us at the Fund
thank you for supporting us. 

We look forward to seeing you 
in the New Year. 

http://www.prsmembersfund.com/donate
http://www.prsmembersfund.com/
https://www.facebook.com/prsfund/
https://twitter.com/prsfund
https://www.instagram.com/prsfund/
http://youtube.com/prsfund

