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Dear Readers,

We’d like to share some news with you, about how the Fund’s team and your charity is still
evolving during these exceptional times for the industry.

Since January this year we have taken steps to improve our services and the support we offer to
members. We have run events online through webinars, raised awareness of the Fund’s welfare
services, and ensured that we reach songwriters and composers who need our support by
producing digital resources, and sharing useful information and advice about the financial and
other support available during the pandemic.

The past year has taught us a lot about the challenges PRS songwriters and composers have
had to face. Many are now trying to get back to some sort of normality through the return of
live music. But it remains difficult and challenging. We are committed to helping more members
to overcome those challenges.

We’re really excited continuing to serve our community and do what we can to support those
who need our help.

PRS Members' Fund Team



ERROLLYN WALLEN

CARROLL THOMPSON

MARTYN WARE

HEATHER SMALL

The life of a composer is mostly solitary and
there is often little support in times of
hardship. That’s why the work of the Fund is
much needed for the livelihood of fellow
composers and I am honoured to be part of
this wonderful charity.

The work of the charity is absolutely essential
in supporting the health and well-being of
songwriters and composers, and I look
forward to working with them in my new role.

Music is a huge part of my everyday life, and
it's an honour to support the work of the Fund
and to help ensure that the well-being of
songwriters and composers is well looked after.

Now more than ever the work of the Fund is
much needed and appreciated. Working on
behalf of my music creating family in any
capacity it’s a true honour.

OUR NEW PATRONS



With the country gradually moving out of lockdown

we know that it could be a while yet before members

are offered gigs and can feel confident about

accepting them as Covid numbers reduce.

Furthermore, with Government support for the self-

employed and furlough schemes being gradually

phased out, members may well be feeling anxious

about their finances. 

If you are concerned about your situation or have

debts that are becoming difficult to manage, the first

thing to check is make sure you’re not missing out

on available welfare benefits. You can (double) check

your entitlement through the benefit calculator

developed by the charity Turn2Us.  

Click here to find out more.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Whether you have priority debts

(rent, mortgage) or non-priority

debts (overdraft, credit cards or

loans), it’s always worthwhile

trying to set up a manageable

payment plan. 

You can do this through our

partner Stepchange, who can help

get your finances back on track.

(Do let them know you are a PRS

member).

Click here to check their website.

SUPPORT FROM THE FUND
The PRS Members' Fund is here to support members in time of need. We can provide crisis

grants or ongoing help whilst we work with you to find more longer term solutions to your

needs.

164K Awarded through our

grants programme.

Awarded in 2021 Covid-19

Emergency Relief Fund grants.341K

https://benefits-calculator-2.turn2us.org.uk/
http://www.stepchange.org/


SUPPORTING YOUR WELL-BEING

Provide a safe space for you to reflect on the past
year and your creative practice 
Build confidence and deal with the inner critic 
Find your voice and understanding of what drives
you 
Build a network and stay connected
Enable you to maintain a healthy work/life balance
Access guest speakers who will share their own
expertise.

The Fund remain committed to supporting members
across the country.

We will be holding a set of 6 well-being and creativity
online sessions, through our partner BAPAM (British
Association of Performing Arts Medicine). 

The sessions will:

These 1.5-hour workshop sessions will be interactive
and offer a non-judgemental space to discover more
about what you need to be creative and learn how to
nurture your well-being to encourage the creative
flow. There will be plenty of relaxed opportunities for
individual and group reflection, discussion and
questions. 

The sessions can be standalone, though for maximum
benefit we recommend all 6 are taken together.
Spaces will be limited, so don’t miss out! 

Click here to register your interest – it will only take a
couple of minutes. You can also use the link to let us
know of other topics you’re interested in.

LOOKING AFTER
YOUR MENTAL
HEALTH:
With restrictions lifted and no limit on
numbers for concerts and other events,
many songwriter-performers might be
feeling anxious about returning to a public
appearance after so long. 
It can really help to have a chat about how
you’re feeling so just give Music Minds
Matter a call – anytime day or night - on
0808 802 8008.

If you’d prefer to access support ‘on the go’
then you may find the Thrive app useful.
The PRS Members’ Fund supports the
initiative of Music Support to extend the
NHS verified app to as many people in the
industry as possible. Containing loads of
useful tools, PRS for Music members can
access the app for free for one year.

Click here for more information.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XQZCBM3
http://www.prsmembersfund.com/2021/04/23/music-support-download-for-free-the-wellbeing-app-thrive/


HALF-YEAR REVIEW

OUR D&I PLAN

Over the past 6 months we achieved some great
results, especially with the development of our
growing range of services to meet our members’
specific needs. 

We have put together a review of the year so far,
a downloadable digital version for you to find
out more about our initiatives and big numbers. 

Click here to download it.

Here at the Fund we are committed to better
support all PRS members, while doing our part
to deal with all forms of inequality within the
music industry.
We developed our own Diversity & Inclusion
Pathway to Progress to keep track of our D&I
initiatives which form part of our strategic
objectives.

Click here to find out more.

OUR SUPPORTERS

In loving memory of Peter Gibson: An
alternative to funeral flowers, friends and
family of talented musician and artist Pete
Gibson, who was supported by the Fund during
his long illness, made donations to the Fund in
his memory. 

Alastair MacDonald performs for the Fund
and states: “Professional musicians have been hit
very hard by the effects of the pandemic. Many
musicians are also composers and write music
opening the door to additional income streams,
that’s why the charity that does resonate with me
is the PRS Members’ Fund.” 

We are grateful for the generous donations made
to the PRS Members’ Fund:

https://www.prsmembersfund.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Half-Year-Review-2021.pdf
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/2021/06/24/how-we-support-diversity-inclusion/


NEW APPOINTMENTS
SEBASTIAN WILLIS
In May we were sad to see Christopher
Rowland depart us for pastures new,
but we are very happy to welcome our
new Administration Assistant Sebastian
(Seb) Willis in his place.  Seb joined us
in June for two days a week and is
already an important part of the Fund’s
team.  He is also a gigging musician,
and like many is looking forward to
getting back to doing live events.    

Welcome on board Seb!

ILARIA PISCOPO
Following a role review and the
duties carried out by Ilaria Piscopo,
her job title changed in March from
Special Projects Officer to Digital
Marketing Officer. 

Congratulations Ilaria!

Q. How did you hear about the PRS Members’ Fund?

I heard about the Fund via Musician's Union website.

Q. When did you first approach the Fund?

Not soon enough actually! I would have saved myself a lot of headache if I'd taken the
necessary step sooner.

Q. How has the Fund helped you and in what way did it change/improve your life?

Since the pandemic I've had no income and with the pressure of other household bills I
wasn't able to meet the full amount of rent for the month. Athena, the Welfare and
Development Officer, offered valuable guidance and was extremely helpful and
sympathetic. Before I could blink, the weight was lifted from my shoulders, and I had the
remaining balance for my rent.

Q. How are things different now?

I'm now better informed about the amount of assistance that is available. I cannot thank
PRS Members' Fund enough for being there for me in my time of need.

SUCCESS STORIES: LIANNE



HOW TO APPLY FOR
HELP

If you need financial help buying household
or other essential items, please make sure
that you apply to the Fund before you
commit to making a purchase. 

DETAILS

DO YOU KNOW A
PRS MEMBER IN
NEED?

We know people often feel embarrassed
to ask for help so we can accept referrals
from other members, friends or
professional care workers. Get in touch.

DETAILS

HELP FROM THE FUND

REMEMBER THE FUND
At a time when life has become so unpredictable, we rely on the generosity of others to make a
positive change in the lives of those creators and their families who need support. 

From time to time we receive legacies and donations, all of which go towards grants for our
beneficiaries. If you are in a position to remember us in your Will it will help to carry on the good work
we do. 

Get in touch with us at the Fund if you’d like to know more about leaving a legacy or visit our website
by clicking here to find out the many ways to donate. 

“As a long-term member of PRS I approached the PRS Members’ Fund. They have been fantastic! They helped
and supported me and my family through the darkest of times in many ways, which without their help and
support we would never have survived our critical financial and personal situation at the time.”

https://www.prsmembersfund.com/contact/
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/contact/
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/donate/


@

Your story could inspire others:

Change of addresssGet in touch

We are looking for beneficiaries who are willing to share their experience of how the Fund has helped
them in time of need. 

This may inspire other members to support what we do, or to apply for help if they need it (and we know
how hard asking for help can be). If you are interested or keen to assist in helping us to spread the word,
then there are numerous ways in which we could tell your story. If you’d like to remain anonymous then
that’s fine too.

Please do get in touch with Ilaria Piscopo on 020 3741 4617 or email Ilaria.Piscopo@prsformusic.com to
find out more.

020 3741 4067

fund@prsformusic.com

2 Hay's Lane, London, SE1 2HB

www.prsmembersfund.com 

Facebook.com/prsfund

Twitter.com/prsfund

Instagram.com/prsfund

YouTube.com/prsfund

1st Floor, Goldings House, 2 Hay’s Lane, 
London SE1 2HB

Registered charity no. 1181735

Patrons: Don Black OBE, Geoffrey Brand, Wayne Hector, Jools Holland OBE, Brian May CBE, Heather Small, 
Carroll Thompson, Rick Wakeman, Errollyn Wallen, Martyn Ware, Brian Willey.

Trustees: Nicky Graham (Chairman), Sarah Rodgers (Deputy Chairman), Kim Appleby, Mark Fishlock, 
Pete Glenister, Chris Gunning, Nigel Hess, Peter Knight Jr, Mick Leeson, Eddie Levy, Mike Lindup, Paulette Long, 
Megg Nicol, Paul Patterson, Muff Winwood.

http://www.prsmembersfund.com/
http://www.prsmembersfund.com/
https://www.facebook.com/prsfund/
https://twitter.com/prsfund
https://www.instagram.com/prsfund/
http://youtube.com/prsfund

