
The Covid-19 pandemic has created an
atmosphere of uncertainty and fear. Since its
outbreak is having a devastating impact
worldwide, especially in the music industry
where creators’ livelihoods are put at risk.
With enforced venue closures, many festivals
and concert tours cancelled, the worldwide live
music sector is at stake. Several album releases
were also delayed. On the top of that, television
and film production are on hold and businesses
are closing causing a dramatic reduction in
music used.
While some composers and musicians are able
to use this time to create new works, many
artists who relied on performances for their
income are facing financial hardship.
During these uncertain times we are called to
show solidarity and create joint efforts,
essential to defeat the virus and support those
who are most affected.

Message from
Nicky Graham

We provide support and advice to PRS members, ex-members and
their families in times of need.

At the end of March, the PRS Members’ Fund
joined forces with PRS for Music and
PRS Foundation to reassure PRS members and
extend help and financial support through the
Emergency Relief Fund.
With phase 1 in April and phase 2 in May, we’ve
been able to help more than 4,000 members in
need (read more in the next section).
 
In addition to the ERF, our team at the Fund has
continued to carry out normal work with  mental
health  support,  career  change advice and
helping those members who need our financial
support on a regular basis.
We believe that music has immense value in
society, and we must make sure that songwriters
and composers, the beating heart of the music
industry, are well supported. That’s why we aim
to continue to offer special support to our
members over the longer term.
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We hope you’re staying healthy and safe.

Nicky Graham,
Chairman
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More than £38,000 has been

generously raised through our

JustGiving page specifically towards

the Emergency Relief Fund and

donations from the general public

and  PRS for Music  staff, with other

substantial donations coming

from companies across the music

industry. Total donations amounted

to £251k.

The Emergency Relief Fund has been created for 

PRS members struggling to pay their bills during this

period of instability caused by the Covid-19

pandemic. 

Grants have been made available to support those in

most severe need and to allow members to secure

longer term solutions.  Financial support has been

awarded on an assessment of need and up to a

maximum of £1000. 

The PRS Members’ Fund has financially supported

the ERF and our team worked on assessing

applications, awarding grants and getting in touch

with applicants.

In phase 1 over 5,000 applications were assessed

resulting in payments totalling £1,150,350.00, while 

in phase 2, we awarded 1662 UK payments and 99

international, totalling £718K. 

 

“It has been inspiring to see so many people in our
industry and beyond getting behind the 

PRS Emergency Relief Fund. 
The PRS Members’ Fund has provided support to

songwriters and composers for over 80
years and we’re proud that we can continue to do so

throughout this incredibly trying time for all.”
John Logan,

General Secretary, PRS Members’ Fund

The Emergency Relief Fund was established by

the PRS Members’ Fund in collaboration with PRS

for Music and with support from PRS Foundation. 

Since its launch in March, the ERF has helped

over 4,000 songwriters and composers, with more

than £2m paid out in hardship grants so far.

Emergency Relief
Fund

“Dear folk, I just want to say that this is the single best
thing that has come my way since the lockdown began.

Thank you so much, not only for
the money, which will be of enormous help at this time
of dire employment prospects, but also for the sense of

encouragement and community it carries. It
has cheered me no end.”

Emergency Relief Fund recipient



The global Covid-19 situation has put a strain on all our daily lives, especially for

those who work in the music industry and already have an uncertain income and

career. 

 

We know that many PRS members are worried about the impact of the virus on their 

well-being and finances, especially having to self-isolate and take time off work.

While the Government has offered assistance to businesses and has promised more

targeted measures for freelancers and self-employed, PRS members are experiencing

great hardship.

 

The impact survey run by Musicians Union identified key gaps in the current Government

support for self-employed workers, with two-in-five (38%) of respondents falling short of

the criteria required, and a quarter of those who qualify (26%) feeling that they would still

struggle to survive financially in the interim period before they receive payments. 

(Click here to read more)

 

Staying informed is now vital as support is also available within the music industry

community. You can find out about your employment and benefits rights, the latest

updates from our fellow organisations as well as how the Fund may be able to support you

clicking here.
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COVID-19 RESOURCES

https://www.musiciansunion.org.uk/Home/News/2020/May/Impact-Survey-Identifies-Key-Gaps-in-Current-Gover
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/2020/03/18/covid-19-information/
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Emotional and social bonds have been essential for

our survival, but the lockdown is putting them at

risk, especially for those who are most vulnerable.

During these difficult times we need to rely on

community, support and hope.

 

Here at the Fund we offer support and advice to

those members who are emotionally affected by the

Covid-19 pandemic through our partnership

with  Help Musicians  via  Music Minds Matter  –  a

free and confidential 24/7 support line for the music

industry.

On Monday 18th May we joined The Ivors Academy ’s webinar ‘Music Creator Wellbeing ’  as

part of Mental Health Awareness Week. Our Welfare & Development officer Athena Pite

talked about the range of Fund support and services, as well as about mental health during

these unprecedent times.

We have created a downloadable guide to self-care and look after your mental health. Check

our poster by clicking below:

Mental Health Guidelines

Our Athena Pite, a registered social worker and mental health first aider, has also shared

her wisdom on looking after your mental wellness during strange and uncharted times such

as these. Read the full article clicking here.

Taking care

https://www.musicmindsmatter.org.uk/
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Mental-Health-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/2020/04/03/taking-care-guidance-on-looking-after-your-mental-health-in-a-crisis/


Concert halls closed, festivals cancelled, and months of income lost – for many musicians,

COVID-19 lockdown has life-changing consequences. 

 

A fifth of musicians fear the pandemic will end their career and could face bankruptcy.

Freelance musicians and ensembles, who were struggling even before the coronavirus

outbreak, have seen long-planned performances cancelled and face growing uncertainty on

when they will be able to resume their careers and schedules. 

The cancellation of live music under lockdown has cut off most performers’ one dependable

source of income: gigs. 

As a result of the impact of Covid-19, UK musicians have lost an estimated £13.9m in

earnings so far.

Many of them have used the internet to provide livestreamed recitals and presentations of

operas and orchestral programs from their musical archives. Millions of listeners have been

able to watch a wide variety of productions. But that's not enough to sustain their careers.

 

We have been working hard to raise awareness of the work of the Fund within the classical

music community, we have focussed on getting our message out to composers who need

financial support to encourage them to step forward and seek help.
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Classical
composers

“There are lots of pressures on composers, particularly on
the young ones who are trying to establish a career. 
The services which the Fund provides are amazing

because help with things that could affect composers
during their career as health, accident or situation

where they are unable to compose. The Fund can help
members in that position to get through the difficult

period.”
Paul Patterson, 

classical composer and Fund’s trustee

“Having my living situation made possible
and being able to just continue with creating and earning
a living without having to worry about finance, that was

hugely important. 
There is help out there and I would encourage members

to reach out and ask for help, there’s
nothing wrong with that.”

 
 Sally Beamish, 

classical composer, violist and Fund’s beneficiary
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On the 2nd of June, the PRS Members’ Fund joined the wider music industry

community in support of #TheShowMustBePaused.

We observed #BlackOutTuesday to stand together against racism and prejudice.

Our responsibility as a charity for music creators is to stand as one and promote

inclusivity, diversity and empower those who are experiencing 

discrimination and bigotry.

We reflected on how we can better support PRS members, while our thoughts

went with the Floyd family and with all the victims of racism.

For more info and how to support the movement click here.

In 2019 we awarded 1198 grants

totalling £440,380 to help

PRS members and their loved ones

make it through difficult times. 

Click here to check our short clip

and to found out more about our

2019’s big numbers.

Whether you would like to make a

donation for the Emergency Relief

Fund or set up a regular donation to

the PRS Members’ Fund, 

all the information you need is

given clicking here.

https://blacklivesmatters.carrd.co/
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/2020/06/05/2019-the-big-numbers/
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/2020/04/09/donate-to-the-prs-emergency-relief-fund/


STEPCHANGE

We all know the impact the coronavirus crisis and lockdown has had on income and general finances, especially those
working in the music industry. Like many others, PRS members will have experienced significant problems with managing
bills and may – perhaps for the first time – fallen into debt. Others may have found their already challenging situation
becoming yet more of a hardship.  
We also know that worrying about finances can affect our general ability to cope, making it even harder to take that all
important first (or even second) step to seek assistance on money matters. Check out for more information and advice
here.  
StepChange – the UK wide debt advice charity - offers a completely free, confidential and personalised service, based on
your unique circumstances. All you need do is complete the online debt advice form with details of your income,
expenditure and debt amounts. The process takes around 20 minutes, and based on your information, you will receive a
Personal Action Plan giving you specific recommendations and solutions.  
To find out more, visit : www.stepchange.org or phone 0800 138 1111 (Mon to Fri 8am-8pm or Sat 8am-4pm). Calls are
free from all landlines and mobiles.
The PRS Members’ Fund won’t be made aware that you’ve contacted them, and if you do call please tell them you are a PRS
member. Please be reassured that your information is completely confidential, and no information will be shared by
StepChange with the Fund other than anonymous statistics.

HOW TO APPLY FOR HELP

DO YOU KNOW A PRS MEMBER IN NEED?

Help from the Fund

I would like to thank you very much for the grant you
have awarded to me and my family. As you know this has

been an unprecedented time of disruption and
uncertainty. The grant has made it now possible to see
the light at the end of the tunnel and to regain some

confidence in maintaining my family's welfare and my
business as a broadcast music composer.

If you need financial help buying household or other essential items, please make sure that you apply to us for help before
you commit to making a purchase. If you usually submit your annual home insurance to us, we ask that you provide at least
two quotes, even if you’re renewing, so we can be sure you’re getting the best deal.

We know people often feel embarrassed to ask for help so we can accept referrals from other members, friends or
professional care workers. Call us on 020 3741 4067.

https://www.stepchange.org/debtstress.aspx
http://www.stepchange.org/


Office closed Get in touch

@

Remember the Fund Your story could inspire
others:

We are looking for beneficiaries who are
willing to share their experience of how the
Fund has helped them in time of need. 
This may inspire other members to support
what we do, or to apply for help if they need it
(and we know how hard asking
for help can be). If you are interested or keen
to assist in helping us to spread the word,
then there are numerous ways in which we
could tell your story. If you’d like to remain
anonymous then that’s fine too.
Please do get in touch with Ilaria Piscopo 
on 020 3741 4617 or email
Ilaria.Piscopo@prsformusic.com to find out
more.

020 3741 4067

fund@prsformusic.com

2 Pancras Square, London, N1C 4AG

www.prsmembersfund.com 

Facebook.com/prsfund

Twitter.com/prsfund

Instagram.com/prsfund

YouTube.com/prsfund

Following the Government’s instructions due
the lockdown, we are working remotely. 
We are maintaining our services and the
Fund’s team is fully operational.

From time to time we receive legacies and
donations, all of which go towards grants for
our beneficiaries. If you are in a position to
remember us in your Will it will
help to carry on the good work we do. 
Get in touch with us at the Fund if you’d like to
know more about leaving a legacy. If you wish
to make a donation and want to know more
click here.
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Patrons: Don Black OBE, Geoffrey Brand, 
Wayne Hector, Jools Holland OBE, Brian May CBE, 
Rick Wakeman, Brian Willey.

Trustees: Nicky Graham (Chairman), 
Sarah Rodgers (Deputy Chairman), Kim Appleby,
Mark Fishlock, Pete Glenister, Chris Gunning, 
Nigel Hess, Peter Knight Jr, Mick Leeson, 
Eddie Levy, Mike Lindup, Paulette Long, 
Megg Nicol, Paul Patterson, Muff Winwood.

http://www.prsmembersfund.com/
https://www.facebook.com/prsfund/
https://twitter.com/prsfund
https://www.instagram.com/prsfund/
http://youtube.com/prsfund
https://www.prsmembersfund.com/2020/04/09/donate-to-the-prs-emergency-relief-fund/

