
With the end 
of the year fast 
approaching, I 
wanted to take a 
moment to look 
back over another 

fantastic year for the PRS Members’ 
Fund. We realise there is no end to what 
this Fund may be to you and wish it to be 
considered a real friend in need.

This year we created our new identity, 
which includes a change of name, a new 
logo, colours and a refreshed website. 
Our rebranding reflects the Fund’s growth, 
and more importantly, embraces the 
introduction of new services as the needs of 
PRS songwriters and composers change.

Life doesn’t get any easier for some of 
our members and we are getting called 
upon for help more and more by those in 

distress through either ill-health and/or 
financial problems. 

Whilst Christmas is a joyful time for many, 
it can be extremely worrying for those 
who are experiencing difficult times. We 
recognise that the pathway of a music 
creator can be very erratic, especially at a 
psychological and financial level, and it’s 
important to know that there is support. 

We receive many emails, letters and 
telephone calls from members, telling us 
what a huge difference the Fund’s input 
has made.  It’s only possible to provide 
support to PRS members thanks to the 
generosity of our supporters.

In making or updating your Will or adding 
a codicil, please give some thought to the 
PRS Members’ Fund and our important 
work. Legacies and bequests help to 

ensure the Fund’s good work can continue.

A massive ‘Thank you’ to all of our 
supporters who donate and help spread 
the word about our work, thank you for 
your support, which we hope will continue 
in 2020. 

We approach the New Year with 
enthusiasm and the prospect of new 
possibilities; look out for more news and 
updates as we continue to try to better 
serve PRS members.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from 
our patrons, trustees and staff.

Nicky Graham, 
Chairman

Message from Nicky Graham

News for 2020

In 2019 the Fund achieved many of its 
objectives, as we aim to be of greater 
service to our membership community.

Over the past months you will have 
noticed that we rebranded and created 
our new identity, which includes a change 
of name, a new logo and colours and a 
refreshed website.

We believe that the new look reflects 
how far we have progressed to provide 
a comprehensive support network for 
songwriters and composers that struggle 
with financial, physical and mental health 
problems, debt and accommodation 
needs.

We also converted from a Trust to a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation, 
which was registered with the Charity 
commission on 24th January 2019 
(1181735), changing our legal status as a 
body of Trustees.

In October 2019 the Fund launched its 
Winter Heating Scheme, which runs 

during the months of October until 
March 2020. The scheme is available to 
help PRS members who are elderly, sick 
or vulnerable stay warm, by providing 
contributions towards heating bills.

That’s not all! We have received a new 
round of funding, kindly offered by the 
Francis W Reckitt Arts Trust, to enable 
PRS members who may be struggling 
financially and are in need of space to 
create or find respite. Enjoying time away 
can help members to rest, recuperate, 
research, work on their music and songs 
(alone or in collaboration), rehearse, or 
simply have a short break.

Here at the Fund, we are always working 
to improve our services and better 
support PRS members in need and, whilst 
monetary help will always be available to 
those who are eligible, we will continue 
to assist with advice, career change 
counselling, and mental health support.

The PRS Members’ Fund is sometimes 
approached for help by those who have, 

for many years, made a living from 
song-writing and composing, but have 
reached a point in their life when they 
are experiencing financial problems, and 
success is now eluding them. The Fund 
has set up a Career Change Service. 
Professional advisors can help members 
to look at the possibility of a career 
change, retraining opportunities and how 
to navigate the job market.

We work with British Association for 
Performing Arts Medicine (BAPAM), who 
can help guide members affected by 
illness, disability, accident or work-related 
health problems to find specialist health 
assessments and support. PRS members 
can also access counselling, cognitive 
behavioural therapy as well as emotional 
support through Music Minds Matter – a 
free and confidential 24/7 mental health 
support line for the music industry. 

Our hope at the Fund is for a brighter 
2020: but for those who will find life 
challenging, we’re here for you.
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The PRS Members’ Fund provides support and advice to PRS members, ex-members and their families in times of need. 
If you or someone you know can benefit from our support, do get in touch to see if you’re eligible.



This year we welcomed new staff at the 
Fund: Angelina Otoo (left) as a London 
regional visitor, and Marion Friend (right) 
as a career change advisor.

Angelina has worked with people in need 
for over 24 years, many of whom have 
experienced different types of physical or 
mental health challenges.

“I am delighted to join PRS Members’ 
Fund as a London regional visitor and look 
forward to the role. As a compassionate 
and caring practitioner, I focus on 
establishing a good rapport to alleviate any 
anxieties and provide a sensitive forum 
within which current difficulties can be 
confidentially discussed.” 

“As the mother of a young musician and 
music creator, I fully appreciate the much 
needed and incredible work of the PRS 
Members’ Fund and relish the opportunity  
of undertaking my role.”

Marion began her career as a teacher 
and freelance musician and held senior 
management positions in prestigious 
organisations for over 25 years, including 
BBC Television Music and Arts, and 
Philharmonia Orchestra. 

“I believe that this range of knowledge and 
experience informs my work as a coach, 
mentor, facilitator and consultant. I have a 
particular interest in career development 
and in supporting individuals to explore 
and reach their potential.”

Marion’s collaboration with the Fund is 
key to helping PRS members that have 
reached a crossroads in their career and 
need help to see the options ahead.

“I’m delighted to join PRS Members’ Fund 
as a professional coach and to support 
members in their personal and career 
development, particularly in challenging 
times.”

Our visitor for Scotland and Northern 
England Dave Arcari is a full-time touring 
musician and songwriter, who fits in his 
work for the Fund between tours and live 
appearances.

Dave is a fiercely independent (solo) artist 
and has run his own label since 1993 – 
although over the last decade it’s become 
mainly a vehicle for his own recordings. 
All the work around his music is done 
independently in-house...PR, social media, 
web development, accounting and photo/
video production with Dave’s wife Margaret 
working on global tour booking and tour 
management. 

“I’ve been the PRS Members’ Fund’s 
Scottish visitor for more than 10 years”, 
says Dave. 

“Aside from the satisfaction of seeing 
people benefit from the Fund’s help, I enjoy 
the interaction and chat with beneficiaries 
– not just about music and the industry...
sometimes completely different topics too.”
“While many of the recent changes in the 
way the music industry works bring more 
and new opportunities to independent 
artists, some things such as the erosion 
of income from physical music/recording 
sales and the general economic climate 
has brought added financial strain 
to songwriters, composers and their 
dependents.”

Dave sees playing live as a catalyst for 
all other income streams – royalties, 
merchandise sales, music streaming/
download and media exposure.

“The challenge”, he says, “is adapting to 
fast changing technology and its effects on 
the industry. More recently I’ve spent time 
building partnerships with brands that I feel 
I have an affinity with. Currently I’m working 
with Smokehead whisky who’s ‘wildly bold 
and not for everyone’ strikes a chord with 
both my attitude and music!”

PRS Members’ Fund concert 2020

In May 2020, during Mental Health 
Awareness Week, the lights go up at 
the O2 Shepherd’s Bush Empire for 
an emotive and powerful concert, 
which will shine a much-needed light 
on mental health issues within our 
industry and raise some funds.

Inspirational artists who have suffered 
from associated illnesses, firsthand or 
closely through colleagues, will unite 
to raise awareness on this important 
night.

There is a lot more that needs to be 
done to encourage those who need 

help to step forward and ask for it. We 
can only hope that through increased 
awareness of the help available to 
artists it will  bring an end to the tragic 
losses we have suffered  within the 
writing and performing community.

More updates coming soon!

Classical composers – 
We’re here for you.
In October we interviewed classical composer 
and violist Sally Beamish, along with composers 
and Fund trustees Paul Patterson and Nigel Hess. 

Next year we will produce a film and a press 
release to better focus on the life of classical 
music composers and the difficulties that they 
can encounter.

From the applications we receive each week, it 
became clear that we needed to raise awareness 
of the work of the Fund within the classical music 
community, which seems under-represented. The 
film deals with their struggles and encourages 
those composers to come forward if they need 
the Fund’s help.

New appointments

Dave Arcari: Between the Fund and full time gigging

Good news:



Winter Heating Scheme 2019-2020
You shouldn’t have to worry about turning the 
heating on at this time of the year and the Fund is 
here to help. You can submit bills for the period 1st 
October-31st March and we can make a contribution 
subject to the agreement of the committee. We can 
help members and their dependants who are elderly, 
sick or vulnerable to stay warm – details have been 
sent to you.

Stepchange
If you’re struggling with your debts, StepChange can 
take a completely impartial look at your full financial 
situation and recommend the best way to deal 
with them from the many different debt solutions 
available. 

They’ll also help you build a budget and provide 
you with a tailored personal action plan and all the 
ongoing support you need. You can find out more 
about the services they offer and use their online 
advice tool at www.stepchange.org. or you can 
speak to one of their friendly debt advisors on 0800 
138 1111. (Mon to Fri 8am-8pm or Sat 8am-4pm, 
and calls are free from all landlines and mobiles). 

StepChange’s service is completely confidential, PRS 
Fund won’t be made aware that you’ve contacted 
them, but to understand the volume of members 
helped, if you call StepChange please tell them that 
PRS Fund referred you.

How to apply for help
If you need financial help buying household or other 
essential items, please make sure that you apply to 
us for help before you commit to making a purchase. 

Do you know a PRS member in need?
We know people often feel embarrassed to ask for 
help so we can accept referrals from other members, 
friends or professional care workers, with the 
member’s consent. Call us on 020 3741 4067.

Beneficiary Survey 2019Help from the Fund

In April we sent a survey to 303 beneficiaries 
- to help inform the work we do, and see if it’s 

made an impact. Here’s what we learnt:

“ The very generous financial support 
provided by the Fund has been of 
enormous benefit and I genuinely don’t 
know how we would have managed to 
cope without it.”

The number of respondents who said 
they were ‘really struggling’ decreased

following Fund support

Before Fund 
Support

After Fund 
Support



Please note we are closed over the Christmas 
period from close of business on 24th December 
2019 until we re-open on 2nd January 2020.

Registered charity no. 1181735

Patrons: Don Black OBE, Geoffrey Brand, Wayne Hector, Jools 
Holland OBE, Brian May CBE, Rick Wakeman, Brian Willey.
Trustees: Nicky Graham (Chairman), Sarah Rodgers 
(Deputy Chairman), Kim Appleby, Mark Fishlock, Pete 
Glenister, Chris Gunning, Nigel Hess, Peter Knight Jr, Mick 
Leeson, Eddie Levy, Mike Lindup, Paulette Long, Megg 
Nicol, Paul Patterson, Muff Winwood.

From time to time we receive legacies and 
donations, all of which go towards grants for 
our beneficiaries. If you are in a position to 
remember us in your Will it will help to carry on 
the good work we do. Get in touch with us at the 
Fund if you’d like to know more about leaving a 
legacy or how to make a donation.

Your story could inspire others:
We are looking for beneficiaries who are willing 
to share their experience of how the Fund has 
helped them in time of need. This may inspire 
other members to support what we do, or to 
apply for help if they need it (and we know how 
hard asking for help can be). 

If you are interested or keen to assist in helping 
us to spread the word, then there are numerous 
ways in which we could tell your story. If you’d like 
to remain anonymous then that’s fine too, please 
do get in touch with Ilaria Piscopo on 020 3741 
4617 or Ilaria.Piscopo@prsformusic.com to find 
out more. 

Remember the Fund

020 3741 4067

fund@prsformusic.com

2 Pancras Square, London, N1C 4AG

www.prsmembersfund.com 

Facebook.com/prsfund

Twitter.com/prsfund 

Instagram.com/prsfund

YouTube.com/prsfund

Get in touchOffice closed


